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A FRISK IN FITCHLAND.

HROUGHOUT this broad land there are countless
deserving young men who would dearly love to
draw royalties and buy honds.

‘For the benefit of these carnest souls—whether on
tbé farm, behind the counter, at the anvil or the ele-
vﬂor rope—the following *‘easy method” is presented:

“THE GIRL WITH THE “THE TFRISKY MRS,
GREEN EYES." JOHNSON."
‘Husband lets his wife Widow lets her “steady”
think him a beast, to think her a beast, to
shijeld her brother. shield her sister.
N > o> >*

‘I‘S very simple, you see—a mere question of varia-
". When you consider the complexities of family re-
lationship, you will be “next” to the golden possibilities

of .the.idea..

Let the young man on the farm, behind the counter,
&c., butt in hefore Mr. Fitch has had time to exhaust
!1) the degrees of consanguinity.

n is rupmtnd that in the forty-seven new plays that
aminént dramatist is writing, he has already gone down
the Htt ag far as “aunt by a former marriage.” S0
ha#¥eh, yeing man!

The point is that somebody takes the blame—and
there's your play, ‘‘alsy and sweet.”

' > o - >

T'8 the Suffering Silence of 8landered Innocence again.
I On this page a few weeks ago was presented a list

of seven this season.

““The Frisky- Mrs. Johnson’ is No. 8, and as two of the
geven were Mr. Fitch's, she {s his No. 3.

Moreover, she is complicated with, “I'm going away
from here!" .

Some of these days I hope a noble band of prolific
playwrights will subscribe to a conscience fund for the
rearing of a monument to the Goddess of Suffering
Silence,

It might take the form of a female wearing a muzzle,
shedding tears, and pouring royalties out of a cornu-
copia, beneath which the playwrights themselves, sculp-
tu}eql in brass, kneel with outstretched hands upon a
pedestal bearing the inscription:

“In Thee We Trust,
“Without Thee, Bust!"”
o o> o o>
“THF FRISKY MRS, JOHNSON" {s another plunge
into darkest Fitchland.

Fitehland isn't exactly like the land described
by Othallo, where dwelt “The Anthropophagi, and men
whote heads do grow heneath their shoulders.”

«The heads of the population of Fitchland grow in the
right place—at least, they LOOK all right.

“¥t's “the things they say and the things they do” that
betray their fabulousness.

Desdemona swallowed the Anthropophagi, but Othello
h#mself would hardly have asked her to believe in Mrs,
Johnson and her friends.

“In Fitchland there's always the mischief to pay about

Y etters.
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Guilty letters, you know. Fitchland folk always eign
their real names to 'em, and never think of using a
typewriter.

So when you see a body writing ‘a letter, or a mes-
senger bringing one, you.know there's trouﬂbl'e brew-
ing. ' It's the stormy petrel. The glass is la-lllng, and
Fitehland is in for a cyclone.

At’s a lord’s letter that raises all the rumpus in “The
Frléky Mre. Johnson.”

He: tries to pass for an English lord, but it's easy to
penetrate the masquerade,

Te's only a Pitchland lord. His behavior wouldn't
be possible beyond the shadow-frontier of Fitchland.

'I‘h.la shqdorw-lord writes a compromising letter to
cn Amerlcan—l mean, & Fitchland—married woman,
whose reputation, if she and he lived in any country
on the map, he would be under special obligation to
shiéld, and gives it to a messenger boy, in an unad-
dressed envelope, to be taken to the lady's husband's
house, which he knows is full of guests, and delivered
into her own hands,

In a country on the map it would occur to any
but a loony lord that an unaddressed letter floating
tlimdh marble halls in the hands of & messenger boy
who “sasses” the lady’s servants and her husband while
gearching for herself, mightn't turn out as pleasantly
as & parlor match n & powder factory.

And npeither it does.

> ] o >
ADAME'S husband s supposed to be an American
and a gentleman, but he is a trae Bitchlander.
He opens Madame's letter and reads it.

Madame's sister, Mrs. Johnson, is supposed to be a
sensthle woman, but her sense {s Fitchland sense, just
as her friskiness is Fitchland friskiness,

Not comtent with claiming the shadow-lord's “pas-
plonate” letter as belng written to herself, she writes
and insists on her brother-in-law reading it

An upnesessary and unnatural self-humillation that
wouldu®t oogur to a Jedy in a country on the map,
whetherguiity or only ehieMinge -gullty eisper,
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WDShiet ten’tall whout letters. Biwter’s 1stters must
be recovered fwom the shadow lord of Fitohland,
Ive midoight, dbut so much the better, Mrs,
vestal of the Goddess of Suffering ‘Sflence,
rooms instanter, alone, and get ‘em!
town erier in Fitchland, she’d take
him ring bie bell every step of the
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UT ¢the real polot is the lady’s Buffering Silence.
Bhe loves & decent fellow, and he loves her,
Brother-in-law tells decent fellow he mustn't
her, because she's no lady, and relates shadow-

| incident. Z
" & country the Mrs. Johawon
7M:nmwwz"£

‘eig

lover: “Yes,

Wilton
Ladck ay ¢

Decent fellow would believe her at once—indeed, he

guesses it out for himself, later on. And suppose he

DID suspect that her sister was the culprit? The silly
sister is nothing to him.

But no! The Mrs. Johnson who frisks in Fitchland
would rather let him think loathsome things about her-
self. -

8o she buys steamer tickets, and it's
from here!”

The William Colllers deserve a medal for springing
that phrase on the surcharged playgoers of this town,
where, as it happens, the {I'm-going-away-from-here

‘I'm going away

drama has been extraordinarily rampant this year,
o o > o>

HE funniest moment of the play—and the fun is

quite unconscious—comes at the climax. The let-

ter-opening husband has learned that his wife is

the culprit, and the decent fellow has been trying to dis-

suade him from his rageful impulse to sue for a divorce,

Gradually his better feelings awaken, he gulps a little,
impressively approaches his faithless one and growls
with husky chivalry:

“You go home and get it for desertion!”

Whereupon he “goes away from here,” leaving you to
rejoice over the chaste rhetoric of ‘his farewell speech,

r o o o
P ‘Tl{m FRISKY MRS. JOHNSON" contains some
splendid studies of caddishness, male and fe-
male, but they, too, appear to be unconscious.

That is, the persons who exhibit caddishness take rank
in Pitchland es ladies and gentlemen.

The *‘passionate’” letter-writing shadow-lord is not
only a cad from his toes up, but also so intentionally
ridioulous—written by Fitch and played by Gottschalk in/
such an obvious spirit of low comedy—that to figure him
as the clandestine lover of a young American matron for
whom the audience is expected to feel some sympathy is
as egregious an offense to reason as it is to refinement,

Lords have such excellent uses in plays—just ask Au-
gustus Thomas—that it's a pity to drag one in when a
green groecr would do better,

Two things we have a right to expect from them when
they are young and gay—good manners and good clothes,

Gottschalk's lord bas nelther,

The other Emgiligh character, the Oxford youth, who
with his terminal “What?" is the real success of the
plece, 18 a gentleman as the actor plays him-—and an ad-
mirably refined study of Britlsh youngsterhood he gives
~but becomes & monstrous cad when some Fitchland
humor is distilled from the carrying of a trunk.

The youth s helping a lady’'s maid with it and succeeds
in sliifting the whole burden on to her frall shoulders
as she staggers through the door, (Why don't you

laugh?t)
o> > K )
LL OF WHICH, and much more, {8 as sad as sad
oan be,

But you shouldn't be hard on Miss Blogham and
please don't blame her for twulng on the critice,

It's no joke to hire s splendid eompany of players, and | of

pay huge fees to the most successful playwright of the
day, and mount his effort “regardless,” and run every-|t
thing in truly shipshape style, only to bave the pepers
turn and rend your play,

The demand for playe s enormously in exdess of the W

woly, and of the shapely and uaselfish Miss Bingham | Poi's
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THREE NEW

SHOWS NEXT WEEK.

The theatriosl!

Of chief importance among

productions will be the dramatization by
Henri Batallle and Michael Morton, of
Tolstol's powerful and impressive story,
to be seen for the first

“Resurrection,'
time at the Vietoria
day evening.
P
orate scale,

Theatre
Wagenhals

aoter of Prince Nakhiudoff,

sclence-stricken betrayer of the peasant
large ast will Include
twenty-nine other characters. The play |y
has been arranged into a prologue' and
four acts, the various scenes being Nek-
Tudoff’s room at his aunt's home in Rus-

girl, and the

sia: the ~room of the
oourt: the residence of the
Bophia: the fnterfor of the

prison; the prison (nfirmary, and the ex-

fle’s encnmuuunt ln Mb-rh.

situation will
take a llvely turn next week.

& Kemper
o to pretam the play on an elab-
Blanche Walsh is to play
the unhappy heroine, Katusha Maslove.
Joseph Haworth will assume the char-

again [run at the Criterion Theatre Monday
night, It is George W. Lederer's pro-
duction, *The Jewal of Asia,'” written by
Frederic Ranken and Harry B, Smith,
with musiec by lLadwig Englander, to ™-
lnlruduce James T. Powers as a star.

The plece is in two acts, the first show-
ing n cafe and boulevard In Parls, the
second the interlor of & pasha's harem
In Turkish Asla. The story hipges on
n beauty of the harem, known as “the
Jowel of Asla,’” belng confused with an
ofl painting given a simlar name by
an impecunious artist who nages to
exlst by serving as & walter in a cafe.
Blanche Ring will be the ''Jewel," and
others In the cast are Rachel Booth,
Carrie Porklm, Willlam Cameron and
da Gabriel

three new

on Tues-

the ocon-

Amusements.
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METROPOLITAN OPERA-HOUSE,
Grand Opera Seasen 1908~ 1903,
Under the direction of lr lnnrioe (.r-u.
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